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Get Bent!

Feature, By Christian Taylor, 15th April, 2009

If you thought the Blue Mountains were all about devonshire tea and bric-a-brac, think again. They not only soar 2,500 feet above Sydney’s urban sprawl and boast some of the state’s most spectacular scenery, but they’re also home to a vibrant, creative queer community.

Take ‘Bent Art’ for example. This four day exhibition is held annually in Katoomba over the June long weekend. First established in 2005 to celebrate the creativity of local gay, lesbian, bi and transgender artists, the event has gone on to become Australia’s largest LGBT art event, taking place against a backdrop of community events, which include a costume ball and a dance party.

“It’s a lovely community up here. The Blue Mountains is one of the most accepting and tolerant communities in NSW,” says Dianne Davis, Bent Art’s Marketing Manager. “Our Deputy Mayor is an open lesbian, and there’s a pretty substantial LGBT community from Wentworth Falls to Mount Victoria – I wouldn’t be surprised if there were a few thousand of us up here. There’s also a huge gay community west of Parramatta, so we get a lot of those people visiting too.”

Initially Bent Art was all about providing opportunities for LGBT artists who either lived in the Blue Mountains, or who had strong associations with the area. This year they’re inviting artists from all over NSW to take part.

“We want to see Bent Art grow,” says Davis. “We really want Sydney to embrace the event too. Last year we had 40 artists take part, and over 100 pieces of work on display. 700 people came through the door, and we ended up selling $10,000 worth of art. This year we want to do even better.”

Bent Art features work from a variety of art forms – everything from paintings, drawings, photographs and sculptures, with all work in the running for two major cash prizes – the Bent Art Prize, worth $1000 and the People’s Choice Prize, worth $500, as well as four smaller prizes for Highly Commended painting, sculpture, photography and alternative media. The show is curated by recognised experts from within the Australian arts community and this year, Archibald and Sulman Prize winner, Euan MacLeod, will judge the work.

“We get a very diverse range of work in the exhibition – it’s all high quality, grassroots art,” says Davis. “Fundamentally we think being gay, lesbian, bi or transgender influences our perspective, and it’s that perspective that we want to tap into.”
On Saturday June 6, the Three Sisters Social Group will present their Annual Disco and Talent Quest at the Blackheath Community Hall. Tickets are only $20 and it’s BYO alcohol – you’ve gotta love that! There’s also cash prizes on offer to the best three talent quest entries. The following evening, Sunday June 7, they present their 28th Annual Grand Costume Ball at York Fairmont Resort in Leura. This year the theme is Wild Wild West and dress code is either costume or black tie. Tickets are $120 which includes champagne on arrival, a three course meal, live music and a disco too.

Bent Art exhibits at Katoomba Civic Centre, 81 Katoomba Street, Katoomba, from Friday 6.30pm June 5 until Monday 4.30pm June 8. Artists have until May 22 to submit their work. For more information on Bent Art click here. For more information on the Disco and Talent Quest, the Wild Wild West Grand Costume Ball, or other gay, lesbian or bi events in the Blue Mountains, head to the Pink Mountains website.
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